WAR
better than by volunteering to fight in it himself? Now it
happened that a friend of his, the very well known and popular
Dr. Hector Munro, was at that time doing heroic work in
Belgium. MacDonald actually went to Belgium to join Dr,
Munro's Ambulance Section. But the hostility caused by
his attack on the Foreign Secretary had preceded him there
and had an immediate and ludicrous result. He had just
arrived at Dr. Munro's headquarters when an urgent call took
the doctor away, and MacDonald was left alone. When Dr.
Munro returned, MacDonald was nowhere to be seen. On
inquiry, Dr. Munro discovered that two soldiers had come
andrpromptly arrested the new recruit. On going to head-
quarters, Dr. Munro was informed that the Belgian officer in
command had received, instructions from British Headquarters
to arrest MacDonald at once and send him back to England.
To save his friend the humiliation of being taken to the coast
in the custody of an armed guard, Dr. Munro offered to be
responsible for Mae Donald, to take him to the coast in his
own car, and sec him safely on the boat for England. The
Belgian officer agreed, after some discussion. Dr. Munro then
relieved the escort of their prisoner. He took MacDonald in
safety to the coast and saw him off to England.
The ignominy of this affront hurt MacDonald keenly. To
be arrested in this public way, to be sent back in disgrace to
England, was surely the depths of humiliation. On his arrival
in London, he set to work to re-establish himself, He knew
several people in official circles, and through their influence
he obtained an interview with Lord Kitchener, MacDonald so
convinced that famous soldier of his patriotic bellicosity that
he gave him an * omnibus ' red pass that would have taken
him anywhere in the War area. He returned to France in
triumph, but never again offered himself for service. Not
the least noteworthy aspect of this incident is the amazing
ingratitude of MacDonald towards Dr. Munro, who was
ostracized and cruelly victimised for his kindly act of friend-
ship towards one who was regarded, at the time, as the enemy
of his country.
Amid all the tangle of ambiguities of his later speeches,
it is almost impossible to find out what was MacDonald's
. real   belief  about   the   War.     He  never   took   the risk
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